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Fundamental Questions

The fundamental questions at the heart of 
any geographic inquiry are:

• What?
• Where?
• Why?
• So What?



WHAT?

New Amsterdam History Center’s Virtual 3D 
New Amsterdam



NAHC MILESTONES
• Began History Center Planning 9-04
• Received Commitment for History Center Space 11-04 
• Hosted Visioning Session at LMCC 12-04
• Completed “Preservation for Partnership” 1- 05
• Generated Interest in New Netherland Museum (1988), Holland Society of 

New York (1885), New Netherland Institute (1975) and Collegiate Church 
Archives (1696) 2- 05

• Established Website www.newamsterdamhistorycenter.citymax.com 3-05
• Submitted By-Laws,  Constitution and  Application for Provisional Charter to 

New York State Education Department 6- 05
• Selected Founding Board of Directors 6- 05
• Developed Business Plan 9- 05
• Received Provisional Charter 9-05
• Held First Official Trustees Meeting 10-05
• Submitted Grant Application to NY State 2-06
• Received NY State Grant Approval from ESDC 11-06

http://www.newamsterdamhistorycenter.citymax.com/


NAHC Trustees
• Casey R. Kemper, C.O.O., Collegiate Church Corporation
• Christopher P. Moore, Jr. ,Ph.D., Research Coordinator, The 

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture and Member of the 
NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission

• William T. (Chip) Reynolds, Exec. Dir., The New Netherland 
Museum

• Andrew A. Hendricks, MD, President, The New Netherland Museum
• Jan Seidler Ramirez, Ph.D.,Chief Curator, WTC Memorial Museum
• Esme Berg, Board Member, Shearith Isreal
• James R. Van Wagner, Jr.,Holland Society Trustee
• Rev. Everett L. Zabriskie, III., Holland Society Trustee
• Charles W. Wendell, Ph.D., President, New Netherland Institute
• Kenneth H. Chase, Esq. Retired from Davis Polk & Wardwell



Mission Statement:

The New Amsterdam History Center 
encourages the public exploration of 
the early history of New Amsterdam 
and New York, its diverse peoples, 
landscapes, and institutions, and its 

legacy for all the peoples of the world 
today



The History Center will encourage 
an exploration of:

• The expansion of European commerce around 
the globe

• The rich geography, ecology, and natural history 
of this part of North America

• The cultures and life-ways of native American 
peoples, and their relationships with newcomers 
from Europe and Africa

• The politics and economics of colonial 
development in the 17th century

• The impact of New Netherland on the 
development of American society, law, politics, 
and culture



The Vision

A history center that serves as a 
jumping-off point for explorations of 

New York’s history

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



The Vision

Educational outreach for 
electronic field trips, 
study visits, walking 

tours, internships and 
public forums



The Vision:

An exhibit gallery and 
reading room on Dutch 
colonial history, with a 

bookstore and a coffeehouse 
serving Dutch cuisine



The Vision

Accommodation 
for 

collaborative 
tall ships and 
other visiting 

ships















The Vision

An annual fund raising 
event featuring a festival 

of Dutch history 



Virtual New Amsterdam 

• The 3D Virtual Concept
• Preliminary Historical Digital Model 
• Archival Guidelines
• New Netherland
• New Amsterdam, the Hub of New Netherland
• The Dutch Home and Aspects of Domestic 

Life within the Colony
• Thematic Summaries



NAHC  Website Wants/Needs

• To place the documentary evidence in the 
hands of non-Dutch reading American 
Scholars, Students, Residents  and 
Tourists

• Make source material about Dutch impact 
on colonial history more accessible

• Promote wider audience for NAHC
• Use state of the art technologies



WHERE?

New Netherland Starting with New 
Amsterdam’s History and Settlement 
Patterns
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Cobble Floor  of 
Agustine Heerman’s 

1653 Warehouse

19th Century Cement/Brick 
Basement floor, over

“Green Clay” of 17th Century 
Manhattan



3D Model of Buried 17th Century Building and Lot Walls 

Dutch West India Company – New York



17th Century Foundations & 
Beam slots

Secretary Cornelius van Tienhoven 
1653 

17th Century Double-Barrel Cistern/Well?

Secretary Cornelius van Tienhoven

1653



Dutch West India Company Site – New York – 1650-1680



New York City’s Earliest Dutch Key, Agustine Heerman’s Warehouse, 
Dutch West India Company Site, Pearl Street, New York – 1650-1680



The Dutch West India company 
Pearl Street, Lower Manhattan, New York

Excavated by the author in 1983 from the Cobblestone Floor of Agustine Heerman’s  1650 warehouse on 
the former colonial shoreline of Pearl Street in New Amsterdam. This 1590 Dutch Token represents the 
earliest archaeologically controlled Dutch coin yet discovered in the Americas. It was issued by Prince 
Maurice of Nassau (b. 1567 d. 1625) to celebrate his  election as a Stadholder of the City of Utrecht 

(Broad, Cmp-6, Cx. 135 (TPQ 1650), Grossman et. al. 1985, Plate VIII-2)



Late Woodland “Eastern Incised” 
Indigenous Rim Sherd (ca 13 - 
17th century).  From post-1650 
double barrel Cistern/Well in Sec. 
Tienhovens rear lot, Pearl Street, 
Manhattan (Grossman et. al, 1985, 
Plate X-F3-Bottom).

cm.

Rim line



Changing Colonial Plant Diversity in 17th Century Dutch New Amsterdam

Invasive “Weeds” Adopted to 

Disturbed ‘W
aste Ground” -

Industria
l Uses and Medicines

Indigenous Fruits 

and Squashes

“Garden” /Orchard, 

Trees & Herbs 

Grossman 2007, Figure 2:  Human-Landscape Interactions in the 21st Century.  Elsevier Press, London Copyright  © 2007 by Joel W. Grossman, Ph.D., All rights reserved
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Geologic Time Scale for NYC



Geologic Map of the New York 
Region



The Highlands Province



Pleistocene glacial deposits and features in the New York 
City region. 



Glacial Ice Flow



Bedrock Map of Manhattan



A view of a glacial scoured outcrop of gneiss and schist of the 
Manhattan Formation exposed by The Lake on Central Park's west 

side. 



The complex geology of Manhattan 
Island 



Map of the Verrazano Narrows 
area (Brooklyn and Staten Island)





Lenapehoking Region

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/58/Lenapehoking.png


Indians on Manhattan Island



Imagining New Netherland: 1614-1776



Lower Manhattan 1609





Fort Orange





Allard -Totius Neobelgii Nova et 
Accuratissima Tabula 













Streets and Houselots Plan Near 
the Fort, New Amsterdam 1655 









The Weigh House



Peter Stuyvesant House







WHY?

New Netherland Starting with New 
Amsterdam’s History and Settlement 
Patterns



Virtual New Amsterdam  
3D Imaging Development Team

Courtney A. Haff, AICP, Ph.D.
Haff Associates, Inc.
Project Director

Charles Gehring, Ph.D. 
New Netherland Content  Consultant  

George Janes, AICP,  Environmental Simulation Center 
3D Platform and Data Base Management 

Len Tantillo,  Advisor
Visual Consultant



New Netherland Family History



NAHC Fund Raising Approach

• Model After Ellis Island Wall of Honor
• Family Name and Dutch House Image
• Begin with 300 Family Names of New 

Amsterdam
• Estimate 20-30 Million Families in America 

Can tie their Genealogy to the 1500 New 
Netherland Family Names and Houses at 
the “Center of the World”



Dutch House Digital Development 
Process

• Begin with the 300 Family Names From 
Castello Plan and from David Riker 
Research 

• Start with the Castello Plan Data Sources 
of the Stokes Iconography of Manhattan

• Employ NY GIS Base Map with Hyperlinks
• Generate Family Tree from Holland 

Society Applications
• Develop Dutch House 3D Images



Exhibit Themes
• Arrival of the People
• Life in a Cold Climate
• The Changing Environment
• Changing Lifeways
• A Dutch Village
• Dutch Daily  Life
• Indian Life  during the Dutch Period
• African American Life in New Netherand
• Life in New Amsterdam



New Netherland Life Ways
• Building a Fort
• Building the Wall and Other Infrastructure
• Clothing
• Transportation
• Commerce and Trade
• Governance and Land
• Early Agriculture
• Harvesting Crops
• Making a Meal
• Making Ceramics



The Dutch Household
• Building a Home
• Clothing
• Transportation
• Ordinances and Laws
• Commerce and Trade
• Dutch Gardens Early Agriculture
• Making Beer and Tobacco
• Making a Meal
• Making Ceramics
• Society Today



New Amsterdam Society and 
Culture

• Lenape Indian Communities
• First European Settlements
• The Early Fur Trade
• Why the Europeans Came
• The Impact of the European Migration
• Aftermath of the Early Dutch/Indian Wars
• Dutch West India Land Grants
• Land Losses and Land Gains
• African Americans, Huguenots and Jews
• Stages of Development
• Early New Amsterdam Governance

























Cornelis van Tienhoven Secretary

Salomon Lachaire Notary Public
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Jan Martense Schenck House

















Domestic Life

• Paintings and images provide a starting 
point for exploration













SO WHAT?

New Netherland Starting with New 
Amsterdam’s History and Settlement 
Patterns



Inspired By



Beverwijck
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